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PARENT INTRODUCTION

In Chapter 4, we saw the importance of understanding logical arguments. The format we
used to identify and evaluate such arguments in the book (and this worksheet) is more
informal than the methods used in academia. There are other ways to make and arrange
an argument. Sometimes you have two or more fact claims and a conclusion; sometimes
it's several assumptions and a conclusion. However, we chose this format to help
familiarize you and your children with the way both assumptions and fact-claims are often
used to draw conclusions. Acquainting yourself and your children with this format will
equip you to ask the right questions to discern sound reasoning from faulty reasoning.

As you work through this sheet with your children, you will discover that sometimes the
assumption in an argument is false. Other times the fact-claim is false. However, for an
argument to be sound, both the assumption and fact-claim must be true. Then the
conclusion must necessarily follow from them. (We'll dive deeper into this concept in the
worksheet.)

When discussing cultural issues, many people treat their starting assumption as if it were
objectively true, with no room for debate. (And Christians aren’t immune from this either!)
Sadly, many people in our culture don’t even realize when they are using an unsupported
assumption. As stated in the book, the human brain has difficulty distinguishing between
truth and familiarity. This means that some assumptions are believed to be true merely
because the individual has heard them stated many times. Other times, people assume
that something is true merely because they want it to be true. The point is, most
worldview disagreements take place at the level of assumptions. Therefore, we need to
uncover and evaluate assumptions if we are to have productive conversations.

The following worksheet was designed for you to use with your children. The activities
provide opportunities to recognize the anatomy of a logical argument, discern the
difference between sound and faulty reasoning, and identify unstated assumptions.

PARENT-CHILD ACTIVITIES

Have you ever noticed how many different messages come your way every day? You hear
different messages at home, school, and church. You encounter them in conversations
with family, friends, and neighbors. You find them in books, music, shows, movies, and
online. But which messages are true and which are false? How can you tell the difference?

Those are big questions that can’t be answered in a single sentence. Learning to figure out
what is true takes lots of time and practice. So today, we will begin that journey of
identifying truth from error. We will do this by identifying different parts of an argument.

An argument? Wait. Isn’t that like fighting with words? Well, that’s one meaning of the
word argument, but that’s not the meaning we will use here. When we use the word
argument in this worksheet, we are talking about different parts of a message that help us
figure out whether that message is true or false.
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A basic argument has three parts:

1. Assumption - An assumption is a big idea that someone believes is true. Many times,
people believe assumptions without having any evidence for the truth of that
assumption.

2. Fact-Claim - A fact-claim is a specific example, connected to the assumption, that
someone believes is true.

3. Conclusion - The conclusion of an argument is the message someone claims is true,
based on their assumption and fact-claim.

Does all of this sound confusing? If so, don't worry. We'll look at examples to help us out!
IDENTIFYING PARTS OF AN ARGUMENT
Take a look at this argument:

Assumption - All humans can die
Fact-Claim - Bob is a human.

Conclusion - Therefore, Bob can die.
Look at the assumption. All humans can die. This is a big idea that someone believes is true.

Now, look at the fact-claim. Bob is a human. This is a specific example that is connected to
the assumption. Do you see the connection? All humans can die. Bob is a human.

Now, look at the conclusion. Therefore, Bob can die. This is a claim that is true IF the
assumption and fact-claim are true.

Now it's your turn to practice identifying the parts of an argument! Read the two

examples below and label each sentence with the correct title - Assumption, Fact-Claim,
or Conclusion

Example 1:

If you mix red and yellow frosting, you will get orange frosting.

| mixed red and yellow frosting.

Therefore, | have orange frosting.
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PARENT-CHILD ACTIVITIES (CONTINUED)
Example 2:

Water falling from the clouds is called rain.

There is water falling from the clouds.

Therefore, it is raining.

TRACKING THE FLOW OF AN ARGUMENT

Good job identifying and labeling the different parts of an argument! Now let’s practice
tracking a logic argument. Read the first sentence in the Assumptions Column. Then draw
a line to the sentence in the Fact-Claim Column that flows next in the argument. Finally,
draw a line from the fact-claim to the correct conclusion in the Conclusions Column. Keep
following this pattern until you have drawn out three logical arguments.

ASSUMPTIONS FACT-CLAIMS CONCLUSIONS
ALL WORLDVIEWS CLAIMTO ISLAM IS AWORLDVIEW. THEREFORE, OWNING
EXPLAIN WHAT'S WRONG ANOTHER PERSON IS
WITH THE WORLD. OWNING ANOTHER WRONG.
PERSON IS TREATING HIM
EITHER HUMANS GOT HERE UNJUSTLY. THEREFORE, HUMANS WERE
ACCIDENTALLY, OR THEY CREATED ON PURPOSE.
WERE CREATED ON HUMANS DID NOT GET
PURPOSE. HERE ACCIDENTALLY. THEREFORE, ISLAM CLAIMS
TO EXPLAIN WHAT'S WRONG
TREATING OTHERS UNJUSTLY WITH THE WORLD.
IS WRONG.

Do you see how, with a bit of practice, anyone can follow the thinking of a logical
argument? Once you get used to looking for these parts of an argument, you will
begin to spot them everywhere!
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DISCERNING POOR ARGUMENTS

Now that you know how to spot a logical argument, the next step is to ask yourself if the
assumption and fact-claim are true. If either the assumption or fact-claim is false, then the
argument is not a sound argument. This means that the argument doesn’t work. So, we
should not yet believe that the conclusion is true.

Take a look at the example below:

Assumption: Either the sun is shining, or it is raining.
Fact-claim: The sun is not shining.
Conclusion: Therefore, it is raining.

Take a minute to pause and think through this argument.

Did you notice anything strange about this argument? | hope you recognized that the
assumption is not true. Sometimes, when the sun is not shining, it is raining. However,
there are many times when the sun is not shining, yet it isn’t raining. For example, the sun
doesn’t shine at night, but it doesn’t rain every night. Other times the sky is cloudy, but it
is not raining. And other times, the sky is dark because there is snow, sleet, or hail. These
forms of precipitation are different than rain. Therefore, this argument is not sound
because the assumption is false.

Now it's your turn. First, read through the following arguments. Label the different parts.

Then examine the assumptions and fact-claims to see if they are true. Finally, explain
whether or not the argument is sound.

Example 1:

For all countries in the southern hemisphere, summer begins in December.

Canada is in the southern hemisphere.

Therefore, Canadian summer begins in December.

Explain why this argument is or is not sound.
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Example 2:

My feelings always reveal the truth about me.

| feel like | am not really a human.

Therefore, it is true that | am not really a human.

Explain why this argument is or is not sound.

FINDING THE UNSTATED ASSUMPTIONS

One of the things that can make evaluating arguments difficult is unstated assumptions.
Sometimes people will very loudly share fact-claims and conclusions without ever telling
the big assumption behind their argument. Here’s an example that is easy to understand.

Let’s say your brother took a LEGO set you had worked on all weekend. Once you find
your brother with the LEGO set, you walk up to him, grab the set, and hit him.

The fact-claim here is: My brother took my LEGOs.
The conclusion here is: Therefore, it is okay for me to hit my brother.

Your actions make these two parts of the argument very clear. But what is the
assumption? You never stated your assumption, but you have made a big assumption that
led to you hitting your brother.

The unstated assumption here is: If my brother takes something that
belongs to me, it is okay to hit him.

There are a lot of unstated assumptions in the world right now. And not all of them are as
easy to spot as the example above. So, let’s practice identifying some unstated
assumptions. This part may be a bit challenging, but it will be good practice! If you have
trouble, you can use the sentences in the box below to help. (But first, try to figure out the
assumptions on your own.)
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Example 1:

Assumption:
Fact-claim: My body is female, but | feel more like a boy.
Conclusion: Therefore, | am really a boy.

Example 2:

Assumption:

Fact-claim: My life has purpose.

Conclusion: Therefore | was designed.

Example 3:

Assumption:

Fact-claim: | feel oppressed.

Conclusion: Therefore, | am oppressed.

Example 4:

Assumption:

Fact-claim: Amber disagrees with me.

Conclusion: Therefore, Amber hates me.

Unstated Assumptions
e Disagreeing is the same as hate.
¢ If something has a purpose, it was designed.
e Feelings always point to truth.
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Great work identifying the unstated assumptions! This part was challenging,
but it will help you identify unstated assumptions you find in real life.

You have put in a lot of work today examining the truth of arguments. You
are off to a great start in learning how to carefully evaluate ideas!

Parents, for complete training on carefully evaluating every idea you
encounter, check out Foundation Worldview’s Careful Thinking Curriculum.
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